Luke 19.45-20.18 The Unavoidable Stone
Fri/Sat rededication1® Church Hawaii 1820: Mokuaikaua 205 yrs
Bond arrived 1841 — Thatched Bldg: Worship, Wet, Rot, Bugs
This Church — Over Decade Bldg — Stones, Sand, Lumber
Kalahikiola hill — Cut, Dragged, Planed, Shaped > Oct 1855 King Kamehameha IV Alexander Liholiho —
wanted to Come & Speak
Bond welcomed King > Greet Church AFTER Worship/WORD
King invited Town to Mtg (@ Same Time as Sunday Worship
Church Members had to Decide WHERE/WHEN to Go? // CRISIS
Temple of Herod > On Foundation of Solomon > 20% City Area
Crown Jewel of Jerusalem > Massive Stones Dazzling White Marble
Place to Meet w God > House of God > GOD summoned Followers
1. Jesus’ Mission was God’s Message
Journey 2 Jerusalem COMPLETED: What did He do for Year of Travel?
Jesus WORD made Flesh > Came to teach Word of God in Scripture
Agenda 19.47 And he was teaching daily in the temple.
20.1 Jesus was teaching the people in the temple and preaching the gospel
20.9  he began to tell the people this parable
Reveal God thru Scripture in Power of Holy Spirit Jesus > “I Say to You”

4.16 “Spirit of Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me
to proclaim liberty to the captives”

4.43 “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this

purpose”

Events in End of ch 19 > Bridge to Important Teaching of FINAL Week

HOLY WEEK most Impt Week in Human History: Palm Sunday to Easter

Each day Jesus was teaching at temple...and all the people came early in the morning to hear him at the temple.
Luke 21.37

19.48 “all the people were hanging on his words”

Lit. “all the people hearing him hung on him”

If we take Luke even more literally, maybe they were saying that they were hanging on to Jesus himself,
holding on to him by faith, trusting him for their salvation... Hang on to Jesus himself, especially in his death
on the cross and resurrection. Philip Ryken



a) Know God 11.2 “Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come.
11.20 “by the finger of God that I cast out demons,

then the kingdom of God has come upon you”
17.21 “behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.”
18.17 “whoever does not receive K of God like a child shall not enter it”
18.27 “What is impossible with man is possible with God.”

20.37-39 “the Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. Now he is not God of the
dead, but of the living”

b) Know Self Power Word of God > If Know God, Know Ourselves
1* Line of John Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion:
“Nearly all wisdom we possess, that is to say, true and sound wisdom, consists of two parts: the knowledge of
God and of ourselves” (Inst. I.1.1)
Clear that God is Maker > Know God we can really know our Real Selves
Denial of God leads to Denial of Your True Self — You Define Yourself
Why Did I want to Affirm Positive Statement: Australian Creed
Moved Out USA 1997 — 1) Gov’t, 2) Schools, 3) Media, 4) Churches
God is Creator — Made Man & Woman — Permanent, Marriage Male & W
2025 - 1) Gov’t, 2) Schools, 3) Media, 4) Churches — We Must be Clear

Jesus came to Teach Scripture > Declare God’s Truth > Role of Church

2. Jesus’ Enemies were Religious Leaders
19.45 And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold
Cleansing Temple > Attention of People — ANGER of Religious Leaders

Passover Worshippers need 2 Things — Unblemished Lamb, Shekel Coin
Jews around Roman World — Different Coinage/Currency > EXCHANGE
Priest Needed Certify LAMB Unblemished: Sacrifice Acceptable, Holy
Religious Leaders > Convenient One-Stop-Shopping > Right in Temple
Josephus called High Priest “the Great PROCURER of Money”

Shopping Mall of Religious Leaders created 2 Problems:

a) Prayerlessness v. 46 ‘My house shall be a house of prayer’



Jesus had Passion for the Worship of God > Luke BEGAN in Temple ch 1
Angel appeared to Zechariah in Holy Place > Good News of Salvation
“the Lord you seek will suddenly come to his temple” Malachi 3.1
Jesus wants People to Enter that Fellowship w God in Temple >> Prayer
Hard to Focus w Noise, Clamor, Haggling, Smells // Shoulder of Hiway
No Place to Pray — No Quiet Reflection — No Place for Teaching
b) Outreach Jesus wanted Believers to Pray & Unbelievers be Saved
God’s House was BUILT to be a place of Prayer 4 All Nations
v. 46 “but you have made it a den of robbers”
Court of Gentiles filled with Corruption and Greed NOT Seekers for God
House of God > became Haunt for Hypocrites
Christ is NOT a Commodity > the Gospel is Not For Sale
Jesus has in View > Worldwide Mission of the Gospel

19.47 Every day he was teaching @ temple. But the chief priests, the teachers of the law & the leaders among
the people were trying to kill him
Begins Section of Challenging QUESTIONS & STORIES in Chapter 20
Religious Leaders Hope Jesus CONDEMN Self w His OWN WORDS

King Solomon’s Temple Dedication Prayer: "As for the foreigner who does not belong to your people Israel but
has come from a distant land because of your name - for men will hear of your great name and your mighty
hand and your outstretched arm - when he comes and prays toward this temple, then hear from heaven, your
dwelling place, and do whatever the foreigner asks of you, so that all the peoples of the earth may know your
name and fear you...and may know that this house I have built bears your Name.”

1 Kings 8.41-43
Temple of God — Specifically COURT OF GENTILES / NATIONS
BECAME RELIGIOUS SHOPPING MALL

19.45,46 Then he entered the temple area and began driving out those who were selling. "It is written," he said
to them, ""My house will be a house of prayer' ; but you have made it *a den of robbers." "
Quoting Jeremiah’s sermon PREACHED at Very GATES of the TEMPLE
PROFIT was More Important than the PEOPLES of the NATIONS

SALES more Important than SACRIFICES / Dollars NOT Devotion

Here Jesus’ holy wrath burned with frightening purity. Single-handed, he restored the place to its original
purpose. As the true priest in the temple of God, he cleansed it for prayer. Sinclair
Ferguson



Jesus REMAINS the ONLY TRUE PRIEST of the TRUE HOUSE of God

Before we quickly condemn the Jewish religious leaders for their sins, we should examine our own ministries to
see if perhaps we are making merchandise of the Gospel. Do the outsiders in our community think of our church
buildings as houses of prayer? Are all nations welcomed there? Do we as church members flee to church on
Sundays in an attempt to cover up our sins?...If the Lord Jesus were to show up in our house of worship, what
changes would He make? Warren Wiersbe

c) Authority 20.1,2 One day, as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple and preaching the gospel, the
chief priests and the scribes with the elders came up and said to him, “Tell us by what authority you do these
things, or who it is that gave you this authority.”

Authority: Vital 4 Success of ANY Org — Not CLEAR > CONFUSION

1% Sermon in hometown synagogue > Nazareth > Almost FINAL Sermon

4.28,29 When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. And they rose up and drove
him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could
throw him down the cliff.

Another Sabbath: Entered another Synagogue & HEALED Withered Hand

6.6,7,11 another Sabbath, he...synagogue...teaching...man...right hand withered...scribes & Pharisees
watched him... might find a reason to accuse him...Jesus DID...they were filled w fury and discussed with one
another what they might do to Jesus.

9.22 “The Son of Man must suffer many things & be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be
killed, and on the third day be raised.”
IF Jesus has Authority = Game Changer > They’re ALL OUT of a JOB

20.3,4 He replied, "I will also ask you a question. Tell me, John's baptism--was it from heaven, or from men?"

Jesus NOT Answer Question Directly > Answers Question with Question
John FROM GOD & JESUS HIMSELF is the GOD WHO SENT HIM!
Biggest Concern of Leaders NOT What is TRUE?/ “What is SAFE!?”
Knew in Trouble > SAFEST to PLAY DUMB > Have NO Answer
As they all knew, the right answer to his question provided the right answer to their question!
Sinclair Ferguson
Missed Opportunity to REPENT > HYPOCRITES, MAN-PLEASERS
20.7,8 So they answered, "We don't know where it was from." Jesus said, "Neither will I tell you by what
authority I am doing these things."

Jesus EXPOSED their HYPOCRISY by His HONEST SILENCE



Jesus saw no reason to discuss who he was with people who were determined not to believe anything he said.
Victor Babajide Cole

3. Jesus’ Death was God'’s Decree
Last Parable Luke > Meaning Too Clear > Religious Ldrs Ready to Kill Je
VINEYARD — No Question WHAT Symbolized > Nation of ISRAEL
Canadian: Maple Leaf/ American: Bald Eagle/ Hawaii: King Kamehameh
Ps 80.8 You brought a vine out of Egypt, drove out nations, planted it
Jer 2.21 God planted Israel like a choice vine / Hos 10.1 luxuriant vine

Ezek 15 vine became withered & useless / Joel 1.7 stripped bare by enemy

Privilege Live on Land of Generous Landowner > Enjoy Harvest of Fruits
NOT Their Land > Owner RIGHTFUL CLAIM on Some of the Fruits
Fine Print: Landowner Stayed AWAY for 3 yrs Can TAKE their Land
Parable of Wicked Tenants OR Murder of the Owner’s Son
Tenants given Every Opportunity to PAY what they OWE
Tenants were RELIGIOUS Leaders of Israel > Represent Man before God
Parable >> Religious Leaders were ABUSING their Authority

Not Surprised > Designed this Evil to bring God > Dies to bring LIFE
19.10 “For the Son of Man came to seek and save the lost”
God Patiently invites us to REPENT > Waits for our OBEDIENCE
Psalm 118 — 19.38 & 20.17 > Prophecy of Coming MESSIAH
BUILDERS > Jewish Religious Leaders / STONE > Represents GOD
Deuteronomy 32.4, For I will proclaim the name of the Lord; ascribe greatness to our God! “The Rock, his
work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is he.

1 Corinthians 10.4 For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ.

Unavoidable — Cannot be IGNORED

v. 14,15 But when the tenants saw him, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Let us kill him, so that the
inheritance may be ours.” And they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.

Only thing Stopping Wicked Tenants from Owning Land this Damn Son!
Once they Get Him Out of the Way > Tenants will live like KINGS!



MORE than Parable > Prophetic Autobiography > Son describes Death
Father and Son KNEW Exactly what would Happen
Heart of Parable > Sending of Owner’s Son > Stand on Holy Ground
Profound Truth > Greatest Gift ever Given > BELOVED Son of God
Story Teller is the Suffering Son > We Love the Father who Sent Him

v. 15 What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16He will come and destroy those tenants and give
the vineyard to others.” When they heard this, they said, “Surely not!” 17But he looked directly at them and
said, “What then is this that is written: “‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’?
Jerusalem CENTER of God’s Salvation > TEMPLE is Place of Salvation

GREATEST Importance of TEMPLE things you COULD NOT SEE

Spirit of Living God: Present in MOST HOLY PLACE btwn Cherubim

Sincere Believer Prayed in TRUE FAITH > Prayers HEARD in HEAVEN

Truly Repentant Worshipper > Brought Blood Sacrifice for Atonement

Blood stood Between GUILTY SINNER & HOLY, OFFENDED GOD

Blood was Expiation (Covering) & Propitiation (remove God’s wrath)

Unseen Mercies happen NOW Anywhere — KNEEL at your BEDSIDE

Dinner Table — Walk w Kids — Drive to Kona — Hospital Bed

v. 18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”
Broken — Fall in Repentance, Faith, Renewal, Recommit

Crush — Ignore the Lord until you are Found Out — God’s Judgment is Final, Terrible, Eternal
Finality — Several LEVELS — Jesus DIES > DEATH Expands Kingship
Thru Death: Risen King > Returning King > REIGNING King for Eternity
Finality > US > Destiny Determined by Our Response to KING JESUS

13t Coming: Gentle Jesus >> 2™ Will Come Again as Jesus the JUDGE
13t Coming Salvation 4 all Repent >> 2"¢ Sentence all who REFUSE

Psalm 118 Will be SUNG by God’s Faithful at Christ’s FINAL ADVENT

Come to Reign w/out Rival — Finality: Every Knee Bow / Tongue Confess

NAME of Jesus Christ to GLORY of GOD FATHER



Psalm 54 O God, save me by your name,

and vindicate me by your might. / O God, hear my prayer;

give ear to the words of my mouth.

For strangers have risen against me; ruthless men seek my life;

they do not set God before themselves. //Behold, God is my helper;

the Lord is the upholder of my life. // He will return the evil to my enemies;
in your faithfulness put an end to them.

With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to you;

I will give thanks to your name, O Lord, for it is good.

For he has delivered me from every trouble,

and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies. Amen & Amen



