
James 5.1-12      “The Judge who Stands at the Door” 

Bill Hwang, wealthy Evangelical philanthropists, will spend 18 years in prison for business 

practices that led to more than $10 billion in losses to Wall Street banks in March 2021. 

Hwang, 60, was convicted in July of wire fraud, securities fraud, racketeering and market 

manipulation.  

He lied to banks to secure loans they used to inflate stock prices - $100 Bn vanished from stock 

market in week/ Archegos lost $36 billion 

Judge to Bill: “The amount of losses that were caused by your conduct are larger than any other 

losses I have dealt with…billions of dollars…the case can truly could be described as a national 

calamity” 

Maximum 200-year sentence, prosecutors only asked for 21 years due to Hwang’s “age and good 

works in his life” - the judge called “ridiculous” 

 Defense attorneys cited his faith, devoted family life and ongoing work with his charity donated 

at least $600 million to various causes 18 yrs 

Listening to Guest Speaker for Couple Months > Pastor James/Jerusalem 

1.26,27 James Defines Person with God-honoring Religion 

“care orphans/widows” / Ch 2 Calls out Indifference to the Needy 

“bridle tongue” / Ch 3 – Failures of Speech 

“pure & undefiled, unstained world” / Ch 4 & 5 Pollution of World 

Harsh Words: Bitter, Arrogant, Adulterers, Double-Minded, Murderer 

Ch 5 – Harshest Words // WHO? Terrible People IN churches?  Leaders?  

Isaiah,Jerem,Ezek,Amos,Obad,Nahum > Egypt, Edom, Babylon, Assyria  

Not Hear Messages: Warned God’s Nation Standards, Holiness, Judgment No table of contents 

entries found. 

a. Charges Against Them – Lawsuit filed by God’s Prophet  

v. 3 You have laid up treasure in the last days” Hoarding Not Stewarding  

“last days” – Now! Living in Them – from Pentecost to Return of Jesus 



                       Everything we Have is From God and For God 

Light Grip on Gifts Lord gave us to Steward for Season > Bless Others 

 
b. Evidences from Prosecutor James: Exhibit A Personal Practices  

1) Style v 2 “your garments R moth-eaten” Shrivels to Pieces,Eaten by Moth  

When we fail to See God as Giver all Gifts > Become IDOLS we Serve 

How Foolish to Live for Something that can be Eaten by Moths  

Opposite of Stewarding is Hoarding: Seek Security in THINGS 

Social Commentators: “malls are our cathedrals…carnivals of commerce” 

Acquiring Wealth to Satisfy Meaning // Drinking Coffee solve Exhaustion 

Why Accumulation: Search for Respect? Acceptance? Significance? 

Cannot find Permanent Significance in Impermanent Things 

Job 13.28 “Man wastes away…like a garment eaten by moths”  

2) Standard v 2,3 Your riches have rotted…UR gold & silver have corroded 

v. 5 You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence 

Luke 16 Jesus tells of man who “feasted sumptuously every day” > Hell  

Embarrassed be in Xtan Homes belongings Stamp of School / Church  

1 Timothy 6: Paul says Christians should use Wealth in 3 ways 

Meet Basic Needs (6.8) Enjoy (6.17) Generous to Others (6.18) 

Problem NOT having Money > What is Done & Not Done w our Money  

Exhibit B – Business Practices v. 4 Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, 

which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, and the cries of the harvesters have 

reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.  

Perhaps – Pay, but Delayed / Pay less than Agreed, Unlivable Wage / Not! 

Most Countries of World – Poor have No Legal Recourse 



Only 1 who Hears Cries is God > but Hear He Does > Defends the Poor 

Jesus “Blessed are U who are poor, for yours is kingdom of God” Lk 6.20 

1st Landlord BJ Chinese Xtian - $2000 Security Dep – Clean! – No Return 

Lawyer in our Church – Maybe  4/5 yrs Court Case – Spend more 2 k fees 

Oppression 1st C & 21 C > More Slaves Today than ever in History! 

Feel Moral Confrontation by Computer @ Payment – Tip Screen 

           Xtian Friend Fresno Prez CA Raisin Growers – Great Care Mexican Labor 

“When I seek to bless my workers – profits for all of us increase!”  

Some “cannot run business on moral principles! > God is powerless, liar”  

All-Powerful Lord will Judge Oppressors 

All-Sufficient God hears Cries & Meets Needs of His People 

Exhibit C – Civic Practices v. 6   ”You have condemned and murdered    the righteous person. 

He does not resist you.” 

 

Perhaps the Righteous Workers whose Wages they had Stolen 

“murdered the righteous person” – possible reference to Lord Jesus – Some of them may have 

shouted on Palm Sunday “crucify Him!” 

Betrayed by GREEDY Man > 30 pieces Silver more precious Son of God 

Annointed by Perfume worth years Wages > Disciples called it Waste!  

What if Jesus watching how we Spend our Money? Surprise! He Is!  

 

v. 6 “You have condemned and murdered    the righteous person. He does not resist you.”  

 

Never Taken Part in Murder – Spoken for Unborn? Agnst Murder Babies?  

 65 Million Americans killed since 1973:No Rights, No Choice, No Voice 

c. James/Judge: Pronounces Judgment, Future AND Present  

v. 1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you.   

v. 3 their corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire 



v. 4 defrauded wages are crying out against you 

v. 5 You have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. 

v. 8 for the coming of the Lord is at hand 

v. 9 the Judge is standing at the door 

v. 12 so that you may not fall under condemnation. 

James shows Dangerous Pits of Money/Greed – So we’ll Not Fall in Them 

John Calvin: “James has a regard to the faithful, they they, hearing of the miserable end of the 

rich, might not envy their fortune”  

d. Jury: Our own Conscience v 4 “wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you 

kept back by fraud, are crying out against you” 

Conviction is Gift – Awake to God, Searching of Holy Spirit 

“Scientists have attached sensors to cattle as they walk the chute to the slaughterhouse. They 

have concluded that the animals are placid – entirely unsuspecting of their fate… but God has 

written eternity into our hearts” 

If you Mourn you can cry for Mercy > or get Baked into your Bitterness  

4.17“whoever knows the right thing to do & fails to do it, for him it is sin” 

Examine our Wealth / our Debts / Examine our Social Conscience  

Listen to all your Transactions > they are Talking to God  

Testifying to God > this is My Heart, My Service for You, My Devotion 

Exposure of Oppressors / 2. Encouragement for Oppressed 

Oppression BAKED into Society > Structures are very hard to Change 

Dramatic Political Decision US > Still skeptical if Swamp can be Drained 

a. Christian Trust v. 7 “See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being 

patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains” 

Readers > Dispersion > Raised in Palestine > Early & Late Rain  

Most were Farmers > If Not their Profession, at least for Survival 



Depends on Promise of God: God to Noah “While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, 

cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.”   Genesis 8.22 

Waiting on Providence of God: Sends Rain and Sun on his Timetable  

When, How Much, How Often God will send Mix of Sunshine & Rain 

v. 7 “Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord” 

“Coming of the Lord” – 300 refs in NT / 1 in every 13 vs / 3 X’s here 

v. 8 “for the coming of the Lord is at hand” 

Coming of Lord: Basis of James call to Patience, Endurance, Steadfastness 

v. 8 “You also, be patient. Establish your hearts” 

Waiting Not Easy – esp If Being Oppressed, In Drought, In Famine  

Circumstances are Against You > Where is PROOF of God’s Promises?  

“Establish your Heart” – Proverbs 4.23 “Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow 

           the springs of life” 

Called to LOVE God with All our HEART, Soul, Mind, & Strength  

Parable of Talents: 5 & 10 INVESTED Talents and DOUBLED Total 

Served w Confidence and Trust / God is Good, World of Opportunity 

1 Talent: ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, & gathering 

where you scattered no seed, so I was afraid, & I went & hid your talent in the ground. Here, you 

have what is yours’ Mt 25.24,25 

v. 8 “You also, be patient. Establish your hearts” / Secure in Love of God 

Joy of Forgiveness / Freedom of Child of God / Future Secure in the Lord 

            God did not Just give Generously – He gave Sacrificially  

“Patience” 3 X’s vs 7 & 8 > PASSIVE – It Waits // for a Wound to HEAL 

v. 10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name 

of the Lord.  

PROPHETS – Faithful in Difficulty & Opposition – most from Believers!  



Jeremiah Arrested & Thrown into Deep Well // Isaiah SAWN in Half!  

Courage and Comfort from the Lord – Endurance given by God Himself 

Charles Lindbergh 1st Fly Solo across Atlantic Ocean – 3,600 miles 1927 

109 mph – 33 ½ hrs – No Truckstops or Toilets or Talking on a Radio!  

JUST a Flashlight to Penetrate the Darkness of Night! > PATIENCE  

 

We need to LEARN Endurance > Quit Marriages, Jobs, Churches 

Think Next One be So Much Better > Other Church, Job, Spouse may Be? 

Problem: You same Selfish, Impatient, Unfaithful, Double-minded Person 

  

“Establish” v 8 More ACTIVE – Stern RESOLVE – Jesus set his face Jeru 

Served as M in 3 Countries – Agreed Stay at least 3 yrs – Clear Picture 

Cycle of Cultural Adjustment: High, Low, Stabilize or Culture SHOCK!  

By God’s Grace stayed 8 yrs Uganda, 11 yrs Kazakhstan, 12 yrs Beijing 

 

“Steadfast” v. 11 Actively Patient! Keep Pushing, Trusting, Praying, Work 

FARMER keeps Working: Even while Waiting for Rain, Work GOES ON  

v. 11 “Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the 

steadfastness of Job” 

Job – Patience? Cursed day born! Wrestling w God! Yells @ Comforters 

Patience? Did not Sit Down and Shut Up – Fighter, Struggled w God  

They Remained Steadfast – at its root “remain under” / Weightlifter keeps bar over their head, 

bulging, swaying 

v. 11 “you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful” – 

Divine Interpretation of Book JOB 

God’s Plan and Purpose – God was Going Somewhere, Doing Something 



He had not Abandoned Job – Afflictions designed by God  

Romans 11.22 “Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have 

fallen, but God's kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too will 

be cut off” 

 

a. Christian Trust – What is the Evidence? b. Christian Talk 

v 9”Do not grumble agnst one another, brothers, so U may not be judged” 

If U R GROANING on Inside > U R GRUMBLING on Outside!  

James > Much to Say about Speech > Tongue True Indicator of HEART 

GUARD our Heart AND GUARD our Mouths  

 

v 9 Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so U may not be judged; behold, the Judge is 

standing at the door. 

Ever Walk into Room – People Talking – See You All Go SILENT!  

All the Time 😊! – What if they Knew I was Standing at Door – Listening 

JUDGE Jesus ALWAYS Standing at Door / Need to Check our Words!  

Jesus Christ: Lord who is Coming AND Judge is Standing at the Door  

Grumbling destroys more churches than Heresy 

Just like Prophets were Attacked by their Fellow Israelites 

Christians are Attacked by Brothers and Sisters in the Church  

Galatians 5.14,15 For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.” But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one 

another.  

Live Your Life in Presence of Jesus – He is Standing at the Door  

v. 12 But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, 

but let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation. 



James drives Home Point > Ref to Big Brother JESUS  

How much of this Book did James learn Directly from Jesus?  

Derived not just for Sermon on Mount but very words of Jesus! @ HOME 

 

v. 12 “above all” – Most important thing!? / Example Prophets & JOB 

JAMES - Taught like Jesus – Patience and Pastoral Maturity  

Calling to CONSISTENCY & STABILITY > No RASH Words  

Have Problem HASTY, HURT Words – Leaving! Hate U! EXPLETIVE!  

If JESUS Means anything to You > Double-mindedness will End  

 

June 2002 Strange Man snuck into Elizabeth Smart’s Bedroom SLC Utah 

She 14 – 3rd of 6 kids – He & Wife hid Her / Abused Her / Programmed 

She became Confused / Attached – Could have RUN – Found 9 months 

Family Overjoyed – Loved Her – Helped Her – Re-program Her!  

Early Days She Not Sure WHO Loved – WHERE Wanted to Be  

 

So it is with US – Enjoy Independence – Being in Charge – Enjoy SIN 

Rescued by Father – Forgiven – Restored – Home > Wanna Run Away!  

He is the Lord who is Near / Judge standing at the Door  

Coming Again to Make All Things New – Even our Fickle Hearts  

Know Him Face to Face – Love Him ALL Heart, Soul, Mind, Strength 

 

 



A Prayer of Thanksgiving /  Didache, Chapter 10  

Late 1st or early 2nd century,  
 

We give you thanks, Holy Father, for your holy name, 

which you have caused to dwell in our hearts, 
 

and for the knowledge and faith and immortality that  

you have made known to us through Jesus your servant; 

 
to you be the glory forever. You, almighty Master,  

 

created all things for your name’s sake, and gave food and drink for us 
enjoy, so that we might give you thanks; 

 

to us you have graciously given food and drink, 
and eternal life through your servant. 

Above all we give thanks to you because you are mighty; to you be the 
glory forever. 
 

Remember your church, Lord, to deliver us from all evil and to make it 
perfect in your love; 

 
and from the four winds gather the church that has been sanctified into your 

kingdom, 

which you have prepared for it; for yours is the power and the glory 
forever. 
 

May grace come, and may this world pass away. 
Hosanna to the God of David. 

 
If anyone is holy, let him come; if anyone is not, let him repent. 

Maranatha! Amen.  

 


