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James 1.9-18    Boasting in Humiliation 

Student / Pstr Episcop in W. DC/ Members: Geo & Barb Bush 41st Prez                          

Outreach Sunday Strt People, Man never Showered, Aliens take Body  

Election Near – George H.W. re-election – there that Sunday Seated/S.S. 

Man came - Only Seat behind Bushes > Pastor in Front watched Shock  

Man sat Down – Prez Bush lifted foot & looked at shoes – stepped Poop? 

Sweet Hour of Prayer – unique Smell in Episcopal church in Georgetown 

After service – Man paper for Prez to Sign – Order NASA to attak Aliens 

So he could take a Shower > Prez thought wanted Autograph   

No, Here to Worship! – We All Equal before the Lord in Church   

 
Press > Saw Bush REFUSE Homeless Autograph > Monday’s Headline!  

Bush Right – James: Worship of God not about Poverty / Wealth!  

 

3 Important James’ NT – 2 Apost. Son of Zebedee, Son of Alpheus 

Zeb > Bro John / Peter,James,John > killed in Acts 12 by King Herod 

Alph > In Upper Rm Acts 1 – Never mentioned again in Bible Story 

OUR James ½ Bro Jesus, Mary & Jos: Saw Risen Bro & Convert,Called 

LDR in church in Jerusalem – Respected by Peter & Paul – Led Acts 15 

Faithfully served Church: Jews > Messiah: Send sermons DISPERSION 

 
Letter starts Cold Shower v. 2  Count it all joy > meet trials of various kinds 

Result Joy/Trials what Tutu Dayna dreamed for new grandson: Kupa’a!  

v. 3 the testing of your faith produces steadfastness….that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 

nothing - How manage to Rejoice Trials?  

v. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be 

given him  

 

 

 



2 
 

1. Trials / Tests / Temptations (same word) of our Stuff  

Scattered, Random? – v. 2-8 – Trials, Doubt, Double minded > Money!?  

v. 9 ff… Money – Lack of It, Too Much of It – Can be Test, Cause Doubt, D.M… 

a. v. 9 Poor – Hard to Imagine anything Good about being Poor  

James gives Another Strange Command > BOAST! 

v. 9 “Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation” 

Paul said “no room for boasting!” – Nobody likes BRAGGART, Boaster! 

 
In 2024 > 692 Million live in less than $2.15 a day > Destitute 

Might interpret James as CRUEL – Boast in your POSITION 

Ch 2 James will warn Rich about EXPLOITING Poor 

     World equates Success and Wealth – Big House, Fast Car, Cool Phone 

      Easy 2 Agree: Daydream about Glamourous, Exotic, Expensive, Upgrade 

To be Poor > Suffering, Hopeless, Bitter, Miserable, Trapped, Failure 

No Question that Money/Resources are great Blessing – We R Spoiled!  

 
James > GOSPEL Boasting – Not Boasting in Ourselves – Rich or Poor 

James Not talking about SAVINGS but about being SAVED > Gospel  

James tells Poor ‘you have made it’ – ‘you’ve got it all’ REJOICE! 

 
Jesus/Sermon on Plain – Luke 6 “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God…you who 
are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied” Luke 6.20,21 
 
Eyes of Only 1 who Matters could not B More Loved – No Greater GIFT 

4.10 “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you”                       Psalm 34.6 

D: “This poor man cried & the Lord heard him & saved him out of all his troubles” 

 

b. v. 10 The Rich – Called to BOAST also > “in his humiliation” – Surprising!  

Rich more B Defined By – House, Car, Boat, Watch, Company, Fashion, Friends 

People in LALA waited for Hrs be 1st 40 k get Bobble-Head Shohei O’s DOG!  

Jesus: “deceitfulness of wealth” Mark 4.19 – Skews view of Ourselves, Life, God  

Mark 10 – Rich man walks from Jesus could not bear to Need Salvation Enough 

World tells Rich “Have it All!” / God says you got NOTHING, Bankrupt, Big Debt!  
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God not Impressed w Accumulations or Achievements > Scorched NOT Security 

v. 10 the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he will pass away. For the sun rises with 
its scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man 
fade away in the midst of his pursuits. 
 

Wisdom of God cuts thru Folly and Deceitfulness of Riches > It will WILT Soon! 

Fade Away in MIDST of Pursuits – Wait for Ship IN! - While on Hold on Phone 

Many went Bed Rich & Woke Up POOR – Or, just Never Woke Up! 

Critics > Ancients invented God for Mysteries, Problems, Sufferings / GAPS  

Moderns closing Gaps – Science, Progress, Inventions – No Gaps, No Need God 

11 yrs KZ 1,000’s Muslims > ‘ISA – Most POOR – Money Gucci Bag, Louis Viton 

Hard for Rich to go thru Eye of Needle – Boast in Humiliation – Love God More  

Cannot take Money to Heaven > Can send it Ahead > Invest in God’s Kingdom 

 
    2. Standing the Test of Trials 

a. Blessing v. 12 – Boasting in God-given Position in Christ 

12 Blessed man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown 
of life, which God has promised to those who love him. 
 
Thought building from v. 2 Rejoice in Trials / Boasting in Christ / Blessing Trials  

Steadfast: Th Edison > Make Light Bulb – substance proper resistance to Elect 

Metals, Minerals, Matter > to Glow w/out Burning – failed 2774 X’s > Success!  

If Full Trust X – Only thing that will Weigh you DOWN is the Crown you will Wear 

 

Greek Cities crowned Heroes – Honor for Public Service, Achievement, High Rank 

Scripture: Crowns: Splendid, Golden, Glory, Honor > God’s Pleasure  

Prov 4.9 “Wisdom will set a garland of grace on your head w crown of splendor” 

Prov 16.31 “Gray hair is a crown of splendor, attained by righteous life” 

Isa 62.3 “You will be a crown of splendor in the Lord’s hand, royal diadem”  

If serve God just for Rewards – deferred gratification, Not a Sacrifice 

Not competing for Small Pile of Bling > distributed to Super Christian’s heads 

  
Jesus wore Crown of THORNS so all who Believe will get the Crown of Life  

Crown we get Participation Trophy – Worst Kid on Team gets the Crown  
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Straggle to Finish Line of Faith by God’s Grace & Mercy receive the Crown  

Last Chapter from Paul in Scripture: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 
award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing” 2 Tim 4.7,8 
 
Source Endurance > Not Grim Determination to do Duty & Collect our Reward 

Chief Motivation to Serve > LOVE for God and Neighbor > Walk with God  

Jesus “If you love me you will obey my commands” John 14.15 

Get Older – Wonder WHY still Alive? LOVE God, grow Deeper in Love each Year 

13 yrs preparing JOSEPH – 80 yrs prep. MOSES – 100 yrs prep ABE 
 
b. Blaming God in Trials 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” God 
cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one.  
 
God un-temptable / Sin holds No Attraction  / Not trying to Drag us into Sin  

Blame for Sin cannot be Place on God – Holy, Pure, Righteous, Sinless  

A Test can be taken 2 Ways – Job’s Trials – Family, Finance, Health, Security  

Blame God – Job’s Wife // Bless God – who gives and who takes away!  

God does TEST People – Adam in Eden, Abe on Mt.Moriah, Israel Wilderness 

CHOICE – Some Grow thru Faith/Obedience / Some will Fail their Test 

WHY Jesus taught Pray “lead us not into Temptation, Deliver from Evil One”   

 

v. 14 But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 

Desire not Bad Word in Bible – Jesus Last Supper / Paul to Rome / Marriage 

Problem when God and Truth are Replaced by Desire  

Eve to Serpent: Tree looks good! – Least important thing about the Tree? 

A & E lived in Beautiful Garden – filled w Beauty and Blessing Everywhere 

Impt Thing > Tree Knowl Good & Evil: God is Lord, Judge, King, Makes Rules  

v. 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 
> James Not Blame Satan > Evil from our Hearts!  
 

Normally BIRTH is Cause for Great Celebration > Not THIS Birth!  

Wrong Desire – Fed, Nurtured, Raised Up > Give Birth to SIN > Grows Up!  

Think if Feed It might GO Away – Live in Sin – Comfortable, Dark, Dirty Home  
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Bp J.C. Ryle “Habits, like trees, are strengthened by age. A boy may bend an oak when it is a sapling – 100 
cannot root it up when becomes a full grown tree”  
 
Dayna got Phone Call w Kids in PDX rejoicing @ Grandson > Speaker 

Reading Letter dear Friend, Ministry Leader – Been Here 21 yr old son: Suicide  

 
David sees Bathing Bathsheba – All he sees is Sexual Pleasure 

Not See Noble Woman – Image of God – Wife – Treasure of her Husband 

Pic on Screen into Mind – takes up residence in Dark Heart – Cannot Evict 

Gradual Process – Not Pray for Meals, Read Bible, Attend Church Occasionally 

Never in Church – Never Read Bible – Never Pray – Never Share Faith Others  

Joseph refused Tempting of Potiphar’s Wife “My Master trusts me in Everything”   

 
Death is SEPARATION – Body from Soul, Breath from Body, Unbeliever from God 

Separation Not Termination – Will Live Forever – Presence / Punishment of God  

 

v. 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers / Church LOVED by Pastor  

Quick to Blame God & Excuse Ourselves – Not MY Fault! Wasn’t ME!  

We BOTH – Agent and Victim of Bad Desires – Think It, Believe It, Practice It 

Person never Wanted to be NOW Person you have BECOME! 

 
 

1.  Temptations of our Stuff / 2. Standing the Test of Trials 

3. Savior for those who Fail their Tests 

Final Encouragement – Forget how BAD We are & how GOOD God IS!  

Too often we BLAME God instead of Blessing Him  

v. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with 

whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.  

James gets right to Point > Cannot Solve our Problem, Not Save Ourselves  

Not Good – Not Perfect – Constantly Changing – Need Grace and Mercy  

Already told us about this God:  v. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to 

all without reproach, and it will be given him.  
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a. Sovereign – Father of Lights – Creator charts their course, Glorious  

God reigns over ever corner of Universe – Gives Good and Perfect GIFTS Said  

“Let there be Light” and it was So / “Lazarus” and he walked out of the Tomb   

He cannot Change for the Better – because He is Already PERFECT  

 
b. Dependable – Not Change – Immutable / Unchangeable / Forever Constant 

Even Stars can Burn Out – Moon turned to Blood – Time will Stop  

God is Not Fickle – Goes thru Phases – Flavor of the Month  

God has sworn and will not – can not – change His Mind 

Worthy of our Full Trust – World full of Broken Promises – Word never Broken 

 
c. Gracious – God breaks cycle of birth / death > New Birth unto Forever Life  

v. 18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth,  

New Birth is from God – “of his own will” – He chose to give it to Us  

Cannot be Earned or Deserved or Repaid > Only Received  

“It is no more possible for us to be agents or contributors to our new birth than our natural birth. All the 

work, from sovereign choice to completed deed is his – so is all the glory.”    J. Alec Motyer  

Received thru “Word of Truth” – phrase 5 X’s in Bible / 4 by Paul  

Eph 1.13 “In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in 
him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit” 
 
Coloss 1.5,6 “Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel,  which has come to you, as 
indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit & growing” 
 
Word of Truth – Good News – Gospel of Jesus – Crucified, Risen, Coming Again  

Only way we can receive Crown of Life > Jesus wore the Crown of Thorns 

This is the kindness and excellence of God. As the gospel wins the hearts of sinners, they freely choose 
the new life He has already willed for them. Because our life rests on God’s unchangeable goodness, not 
our own changeable choices, it is secure. That is God’s gift; it proves His good intent in our trials.   
          Dan Doriani 
  
v. 18 that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 

Language from OT – God received 1st of Fields and Flocks for His Glory  

Full Harvest is Coming – On the Horizon – God is the Guarantor 
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Risen Jesus is Firstborn from the Dead – We are Alive in Him  

Year by Year God provided for Israel – Meeting Needs, Forgiving Sins  

James > to 12 Tribes in Dispersion > New Israel in Jesus Christ – Firstfruits  
 
Moses: “Now behold, I have brought the first of the produce of the ground which You, O Lord have given 
me.’ And you shall set it down before the Lord your God, and worship before the Lord your God”   
        Deuteronomy 26.10 
 
“But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep”   
         1 Corinthians 15.20 
 
And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.    
        Romans 8.23 
 
Congregational Prayer - Psalm 34 

I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad. 
 

Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together! 

I sought the Lord, and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears. 
 

Those who look to him are radiant, and their faces shall never be ashamed. 

This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him and saved him out of all his troubles. 

 

The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them. 

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him! 
 

Oh, fear the Lord, you his saints, for those who fear him have no lack! 

The young lions suffer want and hunger; but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing. 

 

Come, O children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 

What man is there who desires life and loves many days, that he may see good? 
 

Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking deceit. 

Turn away from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it. 
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The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous and his ears toward their cry. 

The face of the Lord is against those who do evil, to cut off the memory of them from the earth. 
 

When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears and delivers them out of all their troubles. 

The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit. 

 

Cry to the Lord for Help! He will Deliver You from all Troubles  

 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all. 

The Lord redeems the life of his servants; none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. 

 

 

 


