Ephesians 5.8-21





v. 1 BE IMITATORS OF GOD // “I want to be like Mike”





God is LOVE - v. 2 WALK in love / “live a life of LOVE”


God is LIGHT - v. 8 “Now YOU ARE Light in the Lord”


God is TRUTH - v. 15 “Be careful how you live - as WISE”


God is SPIRIT - v. 18 “Be filled with the SPIRIT”








1. God is LIGHT - v. 8 “Now YOU ARE Light in the Lord”





GREEK MYSTERY CULTS  immoral initiations on dark nights





“What fellowship can light have with darkness” 2 Cor 6. 14


IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO BE IN DARKNESS & LIGHT AT SAME TIME





“God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone is immortal and who live in UNAPPROACHABLE LIGHT” 1 T 6.16





JESUS SAID “I am the light of the world, he who follows me shall not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life”                            John 8.12





WHAT IS IT - goodness, righteousness truth





Light as Testing / Exposing - SEE THE REAL THING





LIGHT SILENTLY AND COMPLETELY EXPOSES THE WORTH





Unbelievers ARE DARKNESS 


// 2.1 “DEAD IN SIN” 


// 4.18 “dark minds, hard hearts, perverse wills”





1. WHAT IT DOES - it produces GOOD FRUIT / FRUIT OF SPIRIT





GOODNESS - Generosity of spirit


RIGHTEOUSNESS - giving to God and man what is rightly due to them


TRUTH - NT moral truth - right belief and right behavior





DARKNESS does NOT produce any FRUIT


v. 11 “fruitless deeds of darkness” 





The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it Jn 1.5


 


Light MAKES US DISCERNING / Clarity





MY EYES GETTING POORER - hold book in a brighter light now





In the BAZAAR - take the product and HOLD IT UP TO THE LIGHT


Light EXPOSES THE COUNTERFEIT - REVEALS THE TRUE





John 3.20,21





VERSE THAT SENT CHILLS DOWN MY SPINE AS NEW BELIEVER


TRIED TO LIVE IN LIGHT AND PRACTICE DEEDS OF DARKNESS


Hebrews 4.13





AIRPORT SCANNERS - light which detects what is inside





Someone asked Charles SPURGEON for permission to write his biography


“You may write my life in the skies, I have nothing to hide” 





NO GOOD SURGEON WOULD PERFORM DELICATE OPERATION IN DARKNESS


NO ARTIST COULD PAINT A MASTERPIECE WITHOUT LIGHT





LIGHT SHOWS THE TRUE CHARACTER OF THINGS





Ps 36.9 “In your light we see light” / Understand will of God





WORD OF GOD “Gives light to the eyes” Ps 19.8





Light TRANSFORMS - v. 13, 14 - Cleansing Quality





SOME DISEASES ARE CURED BY EXPOSING THEM TO LIGHT


light not only CONDEMNS but light also can HEAL





“Everything that is illumined becomes light” 





DAVID “My God turns my darkness into light” Ps 18.28





POEM - everyone knew it then / nobody knows it now - Baptismal Hymn?





PS 112.2 “Even in darkness light dawns for the upright”





JESUS IS “The true light that gives light to every man” John 1.9





JOHN ADDS “the darkness is passing, and the true light is already shining”


1 John 2.8





2. God is TRUTH - v. 15 “Be careful how you live - as WISE”





3. God is SPIRIT - v. 18 “Be filled with the SPIRIT”





“You’ve got to FILL a man with SOMETHING”





HEATHEN - wine and worldly pleasures / BELIEVER - Spirit of God





DIONYSUS - Greek god of Wine - MANY WORSHIPPED AT TAVERN


Drunkeness is popular religion in Almaty





JEW - drunkeness was a scandal / LACK OF SELF-CONTROL





NOT AN ACCEPTABLE ESCAPE - chemical depressant





EVIDENCES OF BEING FILLED w/ Spirit





1) JOY results in SONG - proof of power of Gospel / World-wide





Rev 7.9  DIVERSITY IN UNITY - retain culture, languages UNITED praise
































WANTED TO MAKE ORDERLY SERMON


PUT THREE THEMES INTO ORDERLY POINTS / CATEGORIES





NOT EASY





NATURE OF LIGHT, TRUTH, SPIRIT





UNABLE TO CONTAIN - PERVASIVE, TRANSFORMING





CANNOT TURN ON LIGHT IN HALF OF THE ROOM 


want it to be light here, and dark over there





NEITHER CAN WE COMPARTMENTALIZE GOD


He is all loving, all light, all truth, all holy, all just ALL AT SAME TIME!





UNDER INSPIRATION OF HOLY SPIRIT the Psalmist says to God


“Send forth your light and your truth” 





ANOTHER PSALM “the entrance of your words gives LIGHT” 119.130 











CONNECTION - (Soil of ) True Light (of Grace)  produces Spiritual Fruit











1. CONVICTION





EXPOSURE OF LIGHT 





(Commandments)





SPEAK OF THEM - PAUL DOES SO - BUT WITH DISCRETION, MODESTY, AND DISAPPOINTMENT





PAUL IS NOT SAYING “Let it all hang out!” / “Tell it like it is!”


NOT EXCITE APPETITES / GIVE INNOCENTS MORE INFO. THAN NEED





PAUL TO BELIEVERS IN ROME (16.19)


“I want you to be wise about what is good, and innocent about what is evil”





2. CONSECRATION  





BRING THE LIGHT INTO THE DARKNESS











CONSERVATION 





Have a HARVEST - make it last / CONSERVE THE FRUIT 


 “hold on to” - 





HAVE THE WISDOM TO MAKE MOST OF EVERY OPPORTUNITY





14 WAKE UP SLEEPER - too many Christians do not wake up





17 DO NOT BE FOOLISH - only a fool drifts aimlessly / HAVE PLAN





James “Do not know tomorrow, IF THE LORD WILLS we will do this”





“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep, to gain what he cannot loose”


Jim Elliot





10 FIND OUT WHAT PLEASES THE LORD


v. 17 UNDERSTAND WHAT THE LORD’S WILL IS





BOTH VERSES ASSUME WILL OF GOD CAN BE KNOWN


NOT A MYSTICAL EXPERIENCE - “understand” USE YOUR MIND





GOD REVEALS HIS WILL THROUGH HIS WORD - prayer, worship


We need to use Repair Manual more when do not read Owner’s Manual





PAUL PRAYS FOR COLOSSIANS (1.9)


“We have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding”





15 BE VERY CAREFUL HOW YOU LIVE -AS WISE





WALK WITH EXACTNESS AND PRECISION “be very careful”





16 MAKE THE MOST OF EVERY OPPORTUNITY





Coloss 4.5 - make the most of every opportunity





16 BECAUSE THE DAYS ARE EVIL / Roman persecution Coming





MORE HAVE DIED FOR X IN 20th C - THAN PREVIOUS 19 C TOTAL





3. CONTINUOUS  





v. 18 “be filled with the Spirit”





BAPTISM OF SPIRIT - “union / joining together / united with”


UNITED WITH CHRIST BY THE HOLY SPIRIT





ONCE FOR ALL EVENT // incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection - Acts 2





IN CHRIST “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body”


NO MATTER OUR ETHNICITY OR OUR ECONOMICS


whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free - we were all given one Spirit to drink”





AT CONVERSION - benefits of that baptism, applied to our lives 





Just as we benefit from death & resurrection of Christ


HE IS NOT CRUCIFIED AGAIN AT CONVERSION / 


NEITHER IS THERE A BAPTISM AGAIN AT CONVERSION





BUT BELIEVER NEEDS CONTINUOUS FILLING WITH THE SPIRIT


example of believers in Early Church - Baptism of Spirit in Acts 2





Acts 4


“Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them”


“they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly”





Acts 6


“men known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom”


“Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit”





Acts 7


“Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God”





Acts 13 “Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit”





NECESSITY OF A CONTINUOUS FILLING v. 18 “be filled always”





EVIDENCE OF THIS FILLING? - not drunk - not joyful enough - 





chemical depressant





4. CELEBRATION 





19 JOY IN THE LORD seen in SINGING





DOES NOT HAVE TO WAVER - like Thermometer 


BUT BE CONSTANT -like a Thermostat- Continuous filling of Spirit 





CHRISTIAN CAN BE JOYFUL IN MIDST OF SUFFERING & PAIN


Paul and Silas sang praises as captives in the prison of Phillipi 





Phil 4.11 “I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances” 





CONTRAST w/ Drunk - He  feels RELEASE - but actually controlled





APPEARS FREE, UNASHAMED TO EXPRESS SELF


next day - comes to senses - apology “I was out of control, under control” 





SPIRIT OF GOD - beautiful self control - free to give glory & praise to God





Drunk - Focus on self, look like a fool / Xtian - focus on X, witness for Him





BAR - “Happy Hour” - BUNCH OF HAPPY, MINDLESS DRUNKS


not to happy when go home, not happy families, employers, nation - selves





BELIEVER IN JESUS DOES NOT NEED ARTIFICIAL STIMULANTS


they have the Spirit of God - He is all they need





20 THANKFULNESS - “always give thanks for everything”





TO FATHER “God is giver of every good and perfect gift” James 1.17





GOOD AT COMPLAINING - BEING CRITICAL - EASY TO DO


get real!?! THANKFUL - remember Paul was a prisoner when wrote





Devil moves in when Christians begin to complain


					God is glorified in our thanksgiving





GRATITUDE comes from same word as GRACE 


experience of God’s grace should make us show gratitude





Words THINK and THANK - same root word / Think more, Thank more





PERHAPS BECAUSE SALVATION WAS A FRESH & REAL EXPERIENCE





REALIZED WHAT THEY HAD BEEN SAVED FROM 


in this world and the next 





NOT  MEANINGLESS TRADITION // MEANINGFUL RELATIONSHIP








5. CONFIDENCE





v. 21 “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ”





 SUBMISSION - Another Evidence of Being Filled with the Holy Spirit





NOT ONLY GIVE SELF TO GOD - GIVE SELF TO GOD’S PEOPLE





REQUIRES CONFIDENCE IN GOD & HIS WORK IN HIS PEOPLE 





CHURCH IN CORINTH “Spirit-filled Church” - Paul gives PRINCIPLE


“The spirits of the prophets are subject to the control of the prophets. For God is not a God of disorder but of peace”			1 Corinth 14.32,33





HOLY SPIRIT - not a cloak for pride, independent spirit, controlling others





UNDER CONTROL OF GOD - HE CONTROLS ALL - SUBMIT 





Proverbs 21.1 “The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord; he directs it like a 


                        watercourse wherever he pleases” 





CONFIDENT IN THE PERFECT PLAN OF A SOVEREIGN GOD


“I form the light and create darkness” Isaiah 45.7





