
Ten Timeless Words:  

The First Commandment 



1.  "You shall have no other gods before me.”  

2. "You shall not make for yourself an idol…”  

3. "You shall not misuse the name of the 
LORD your God…” 

4. "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it 
holy…” 

5. "Honor your father and your mother…” 

6. "You shall not murder.”  

7. "You shall not commit adultery.”  

8. "You shall not steal.”  

9. "You shall not give false testimony…” 

10. "You shall not covet…” 



 God spoke all these words: "I am the LORD 

your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out 

of the land of slavery. You shall have no other 

gods before me.    Exodus 20.1-3 



1. Our God    

   2. other gods 

      3. Only God 



1. Our God 

 a. Redeemer  

  

 v. 2 who brought you out of Egypt, out of 

the land of slavery 

 



 The Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of 
water on their right and on their left. That day the LORD saved Israel 
from the hands of the Egyptians…when the Israelites saw the great 
power the LORD displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared 
the LORD and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant. Then 
Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD: "I will sing to 
the LORD, for he is highly exalted. The horse and its rider he has 
hurled into the sea. The LORD is my strength and my song; he has 
become my salvation.      
       Exodus 14.28-15.2 





 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I 
carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. 
Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out 
of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although 
the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation.'  

        Exodus 19.3-6 



 Let your astrologers come forward, those stargazers 

who make predictions month by month, let them save 

you from what is coming upon you. Surely they are 

like stubble; the fire will burn them up. They cannot 

even save themselves from the power of the 

flame…Each of them goes on in his error; there is not 

one that can save you.      

    Isaiah 47.13-15 

 

 …to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power 

and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before 

all ages, now and forevermore!   

      Jude 25 



1. Our God 
b. Ruler  

 v. 2 I am the LORD your God 

  

  “I am the LORD. I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to 
Jacob as God Almighty, but by my name the LORD I did 
not make myself known to them…I will redeem you with 
an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. I 
will take you as my own people, and I will be your God.”
      Exodus 6.2-7 

  

 It would be monstrous for us to want to withdraw from 
His rule when we cannot exist apart from Him.   
      John Calvin 



 We know that an idol is nothing at all in the 
world and that there is no God but one. For 
even if there are so-called gods, whether in 
heaven or on earth (as indeed there are many 
"gods" and many "lords"), yet for us there is 
but one God, the Father, from whom all things 
came and for whom we live; and there is but 
one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all 
things came and through whom we live.  
     1 Corinthians 8.4-6 



2. other gods 
a. Look  

 Why do the nations say, "Where is their God?"…   
      Psalm 115.2 

 

 The LORD spoke to you out of the fire. You heard the sound of words 
but saw no form; there was only a voice. He declared to you his 
covenant, the Ten Commandments, which he commanded you to 
follow and then wrote them on two stone tablets.    
      Deuteronomy 4.12-14 

  

 When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from 
the mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, "Come, make us 
gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us 
up out of Egypt, we don't know what has happened to him."  
        Exodus 32.1 



 The carpenter… cut down cedars…It is man's fuel for burning; 
some of it he takes and warms himself, he kindles a fire and bakes 
bread. But he also fashions a god and worships it; he makes an idol 
and bows down to it. Half of the wood he burns in the fire; over it 
he prepares his meal, he roasts his meat and eats his fill. He also 
warms himself and says, "Ah! I am warm; I see the fire." From the 
rest he makes a god, his idol; he bows down to it and worships. He 
prays to it and says, "Save me; you are my god."    
        Isaiah 44.13-17 

 

 We live by faith, not by sight.     
     2 Corinthians 5.7 

 

 Jesus: “For where two or three come together in my name, there am 
I with them."      Matthew 18.20 



b. League  
 They worshiped the LORD, but they also served their own gods 

in accordance with the customs of the nations from which they 
had been brought.     2 Kings 17.33 

  

 Relativism: There is no absolute truth.  

 

 Pluralism: Only way you can live in harmony in a society with 
different beliefs is to acknowledge there is no ultimate truth. 

  

 Where then are the gods you made for yourselves? Let them 
come if they can save you when you are in trouble! For you 
have as many gods as you have towns, O Judah.   
      Jeremiah 2.28 

2. other gods 



2. other gods 

c. Likeable  

 From the least to the greatest, all are greedy for gain; 

prophets and priests alike, all practice deceit. They dress 

the wound of my people as though it were not serious. 

"Peace, peace," they say, when there is no peace.  

     Jeremiah 8.10-12 



2. other gods 
d. Lies  

 

 Atheism            

  

 The fool says in his heart, 
"There is no God." They are 
corrupt, their deeds are vile; 
there is no one who does 
good.    
  Psalm 14.1 
 

 

 

 

 

 Idolatry        

 

 My idea of God is not a divine 
idea. It has to be shattered time 
after time. God shatters it. God 
is the great iconoclast. Could 
we not say that this shattering is 
one of the marks of God's 
presence? Most are offended by 
iconoclasm. Blessed are they 
who are not.   
   C.S. Lewis 

 I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not give my glory to another or 
my praise to idols.        
       Isaiah 42.8 



2. other gods 

Generic Deities           

If your God is not the God of the Bible, then your God is simply not 
God at all.                                                             
      Koehler and Durand  

 

Grumbling  
 Now the people complained about their hardships in the hearing of 

the LORD …The rabble with them began to crave other food, and 
again the Israelites started wailing and said, "If only we had meat 
to eat!  We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost--also the 
cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic.  But now we have 
lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!"… The 
LORD heard you when you wailed, "If only we had meat to eat! 
We were better off in Egypt!"                                                
      Numbers 11.1-18 



2. other gods 

e. Loyalties  
  

 It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in 
man. It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to 
trust in princes.     Psalm 118.8 

 

 Our God is the thing, or the person, which we think 
most precious, for whom we would make the greatest 
sacrifice, and who moves our heart with the warmest 
love. He is the person, or thing, that if lost would 
leave us desolate.              
      Alan Redpath 



 No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God 
and Money.      
      Matthew 6.24 

 

 For us to keep the 1st Commandment is to see all 
things from His point of view and do nothing without 
reference to Him; to put Him first in thought, word 
and deed: in business and leisure; in friendships and 
career; in the use of money, time and talents; at work 
and at home.        
      John Stott 



3. Only God 

a. Covenant  

 

 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as 

Lord, continue to live in Him, rooted and built 

up in Him, strengthened in the faith as you 

were taught             

     Colossians 2.6,7 



 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and 
heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, 
they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance and 
said to Moses, "Speak to us yourself and we will 
listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will 
die."  Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid. 
God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will 
be with you to keep you from sinning." The people 
remained at a distance, while Moses approached the 
thick darkness where God was.  Then the LORD said 
to Moses, "Tell the Israelites this: 'You have seen for 
yourselves that I have spoken to you from 
heaven…Wherever I cause my name to be honored, I 
will come to you and bless you.    
       

       Exodus 20.18-25 

 



 Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but 

whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe.                                                        

     Proverbs 29.25 



3. Only God 

b. Contentment  

 
 Where you set your heart and put your trust is your 

God…A God is where we expect all good and where 
we take refuge in distress…to have a God is nothing 
else than to trust and believe Him from the whole 
heart… Let us, then, learn well the First 
Commandment… it is of chief importance…where 
the heart is rightly disposed toward God and this 
commandment is observed, all the others follow. 
      Martin Luther 



 When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your 
God for the good land he has given you. Be careful that you do 
not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his 
commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this 
day. Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build 
fine houses and settle down, and when your herds and flocks 
grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is 
multiplied, then your heart will become proud and you will 
forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out 
of the land of slavery… You may say to yourself, "My power 
and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for 
me." But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives 
you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, 
which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.  
     Deuteronomy 8.10-19 



 So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that 
we might be justified by faith    
      Galatians 3.24 

  

 I am always with you; you hold me by my right hand. 
You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you 
will take me into glory. Whom have I in heaven but 
you? And earth has nothing I desire besides you.  My 
flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of 
my heart and my portion forever.       
      Psalm 73.23-26 




